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The relations between England and the Bourbon Powers
remain to be noticed. Pitt did not share the popular hatred with France.
of France, nor, since falling under the influence of Adam
Smith, was he bound by the generally accepted doctrines of
Mercantilism. In 1785 he attempted to establish Free
Trade between England and Ireland, and was thwarted
by the opposition of English merchants and Irish patriots.
In the next year, however, he successfully concluded a
commercial treaty with France which established a large
measure of Free Trade between the two countries. This
had been foreshadowed by a recommendation in the Treaty
of 1783, and was the work of the French Foreign Minister,
Vergennes, rather than of Pitt. This part of the Treaty was,
in fact, of considerable value to England, but probably it
was detrimental rather than beneficial to France. In spite
of the establishment of economic peace, politically the two
countries remained sullenly suspicious of each other, as
events in Holland showed. But France was becoming
more and more preoccupied with her internal maladies, and
the clouds of revolution were gathering, so that her influence
in Europe was steadily declining.
With Spain Great Britain came to grips in 1700.    Overseas British op-
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possessions and her interest in expanding trade were exert- Spanish
ing a strong influence upon English policy at this time,
Behind Pitt's fear of French influence in the Netherlands
lay not merely an anxiety to safeguard British maritime
power in the Narrow Seas, but also the knowledge that the
French were hoping to use the impending bankruptcy of the
Dutch East India Company to establish their own power
in the Far East. In 1790 English commercial ambitions
furnished the cause of the firm attitude adopted towards
Spain. British ships had been seized by the Spaniards
while fishing in Nootka Sound off Vancouver Island. The
English insisted on compensation, and Spain, having little
hope of French support, was bound to accede to their
demand.
For ten years, from 1783 to 1793, England had been slowly
regaining European respect by a rigid adherence to her leads to war
policy of excluding Bourbon influence from the Netherlands,	pe"

